
 Front pages 1 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

Photocopiable resources in support of 

Holes 

by Louis Sachar 



 Front pages 2 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

© B&D Publishing 2002. 

ISBN 1 900085 85 2 

This material is copyright free within the purchasing 

establishment only. 

This adapted version (sections of and/or complete book) 

mentioned above has been created under the terms of the CLA 

Print Disability Licensing Scheme to be used only by a print-

disabled person. Except as permitted by law, it may not be further 

copied, nor may it be supplied to any other person, without 

permission. 

This document is digitally marked with information that can be 

traced back to the individual who downloaded it. 

http://www.cla.co.uk/licences/licences_available/visual_impaired
http://www.cla.co.uk/licences/licences_available/visual_impaired


 Contents 3 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

Contents 

Camp Green Lake ......................................................................... 7 

Read Chapters 1 and 2. ............................................................. 7 

Stanley Yelnats ........................................................................... 10 

Read Chapter 3. ...................................................................... 10 

Mr Sir .......................................................................................... 13 

Read Chapter 4. ...................................................................... 13 

Mr Pendanski .............................................................................. 16 

Read Chapter 5. ...................................................................... 16 

Stanley’s ‘Crime’ ......................................................................... 19 

Read Chapter 6. ...................................................................... 19 

The First Hole .............................................................................. 22 

Read Chapter 7. ...................................................................... 22 

Madam Zeroni’s Curse ................................................................ 24 

The ‘Rec’ Room .......................................................................... 27 

Read Chapters 8 and 9. ........................................................... 27 

The Second Hole ........................................................................ 30 

Read Chapters 10, 11 and 12. ................................................. 30 

The Warden ................................................................................ 33 

Read Chapters 13 and 14. ....................................................... 33 

Searching .................................................................................... 35 

Read Chapter 15 and 16. ......................................................... 35 

The Boys in D Tent...................................................................... 37 



 Contents 4 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

Read Chapters 17, 18 and 19. ................................................. 37 

Rattlesnake ................................................................................. 39 

Read Chapters 20 and 21. ....................................................... 39 

Miss Katherine Barlow ................................................................. 42 

Read Chapters 22 and 23. ....................................................... 42 

Katherine and Sam...................................................................... 45 

Read Chapters 24 and 25. ....................................................... 45 

‘God Will Punish You’ .................................................................. 48 

Read Chapter 26. .................................................................... 48 

‘Start Digging’ .............................................................................. 50 

Read Chapters 27 and 28. ....................................................... 50 

God’s Thumb ............................................................................... 52 

Read Chapter 29. .................................................................... 52 

Fight! ........................................................................................... 54 

Read Chapter 30. .................................................................... 54 

Missing ........................................................................................ 57 

Read Chapter 31. .................................................................... 57 

The Mary Lou .............................................................................. 60 

Read Chapters 32, 33 and 34. ................................................. 60 

Big Thumb ................................................................................... 62 

Read Chapters 35 and 36. ....................................................... 62 

On the Mountain .......................................................................... 65 

Read Chapters 37, 38 and 39. ................................................. 65 

Onions ......................................................................................... 68 



 Contents 5 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

Read Chapters 40 and 41. ....................................................... 68 

Buried Treasure .......................................................................... 70 

Read Chapter 42, 43 and 44. ................................................... 70 

Yellow Spotted Lizards ................................................................ 72 

Read Chapter 45 and 46. ......................................................... 72 

The Suitcase ............................................................................... 75 

Read Chapter 47. .................................................................... 75 

Release ....................................................................................... 78 

Read Chapters 48 and 49. ....................................................... 78 

Filling in the Holes ....................................................................... 80 

Read Chapter 50. .................................................................... 80 

Writing a book review .................................................................. 82 

author ...................................................................................... 82 

story ......................................................................................... 82 

characters ................................................................................ 82 

Stanley ........................................................................................ 85 

Stanley’s Family .......................................................................... 87 

Mr Sir .......................................................................................... 90 

Mr Pendanski .............................................................................. 91 

The Warden ................................................................................ 92 

The Boys in D Tent...................................................................... 94 

Zero............................................................................................. 96 

Camp Green Lake ....................................................................... 98 

Kissin’ Kate Barlow.................................................................... 100 



 Contents 6 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

The Green Lake Bugle .............................................................. 102 

The Texas Herald ...................................................................... 103 

Macbeth .................................................................................... 104 

Annabel Lee .............................................................................. 107 

Excelsior ................................................................................... 111 

Themes ..................................................................................... 114 

This resource pack was devised and written by Susan H. Trought. 

The author is a working teacher and Head of English who 

understands the need to stimulate the imagination of pupils and to 

keep their interest through a wide variety of tasks. 

Note 

It is assumed that some aspects of EN1 (Speaking & Listening) will 

be covered in every lesson by general classroom discussion of the 

chapters read. Similarly, many aspects of EN2 (Reading) and EN3 

(Writing) will be covered by the worksheets in this pack. 



 Camp green lake 7 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

[p1] 

Camp Green Lake 

Read Chapters 1 and 2. 

[Image starts. This image shows a rattlesnake. Image ends.] 

 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

Chapter One 

1. Where is Camp Green lake? 

2. Why do you think the Warden owns the shade at Camp Green 

Lake? 

3. How is it possible that ‘out on the lake’ rattlesnakes and 

scorpions ‘find shade under the rocks’? 

4. What happens if you are bitten by a yellow spotted lizard? 

Chapter Two 

1. What is Camp Green Lake? 
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2. Why do you think Stanley made the choice to go to Camp Green 

Lake? 

3. What do you think Stanley had done to be sent to Camp Green 

Lake? 

B. Things to do. 

1. Design a logo for Camp Green Lake 

2. Design a poster warning people about all the dangerous 

creatures that live around Camp Green Lake. 

3. Research other poisonous or dangerous creatures and make a 

small booklet about them. 

4. Give a presentation to the class about one of your researched 

dangerous creatures. 

5. Either 

Write a story about what Stanley had done to get sent to Camp 

Green Lake 

Or 

Write about what you think is going to happen to Stanley at Camp 

Green Lake. 

[Image starts. This image shows a lizard. Image ends.] 
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C. Puzzle. 

Look at Stanley’s full name. Write it down. 

What is strange about it? 

[Image starts. This image shows a scorpion. Image ends.] 
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[p2] 

Stanley Yelnats 

Read Chapter 3. 

[Image starts. This image shows a man smiling. Image ends.] 

 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

2. Who was on the bus? 

3. Where or what was Camp Fun and Games? 

4. Was Stanley popular at school? 

5. Write two sentences about Stanley’s no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-

stealing-great-great-grandfather. 

6. What did Stanley’s father do? 

7. What bad luck befell the first Stanley Yelnats? 

B. Palindromes. 

Stanley’s name is a palindrome, which means that it is spelt the 

same backwards as it is forwards. 
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Here are some more single word palindromes: 

Hannah 

Madam 

Mum 

Dad 

Did 

Pop 

These whole sentences are palindromes: 

Madam, I’m Adam. 

Draw, O coward! 

This short phrase is a palindrome: 

Nurses run 

Write as many palindromes as you can. Perhaps you could be 

really clever and think of a short sentence, which is a palindrome. 

C. Begin a character file for Stanley. 

What sort of boy was he? 

What were his parents like? 

D. Design a Wanted poster for Kissin’ Kate Barlow. 

What did she look like? 

What was she wanted for? 
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What had she done? 

Would she be wanted "Dead or Alive"? 

What sort of a reward might be offered for her capture? 



 Mr Sir 13 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

[p3] 

Mr Sir 

Read Chapter 4. 

[Image starts. The image shows a man wearing a cowboy hat. 

Image ends.] 

 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. How long was Stanley on the bus? 

2. What type of landscape did Stanley see when he got off the 

bus? 

3. Write down what it said on the notice on the front of the small 

building. 

4. Which things were not allowed on the premises? 

5. What did the guard eat instead of smoking? 

6. What was the guard’s name? 
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7. What colour uniform did the guard give to Stanley? Why do you 

think it was such a bright colour? 

8. What task was Stanley given? 

9. Why did they start work so early in the morning? 

10. Why was it not a good idea to run away? 

B. Things to do 

1. Make a list of the things Stanley was given by Mr Sir. 

Write it like a checklist. 

2. Either 

Write a description of Mr Sir as Stanley first saw him. 

Or 

Draw a picture of Mr Sir sitting behind his desk. Show his clothes 

and other things such as his tattoo, the can of soda and the 

sunflower seeds. 

3. Write a few lines about your first impressions of Mr Sir. What 

sort of person is he? Would you be scared of him if you were 

Stanley? 

4. Draw and label a map of Camp Green Lake using the 

information from Chapter 4. 

C. Begin to write a secret diary as if you were Stanley. 

Begin with your first impressions of Camp Green Lake and of Mr 

Sir. 
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Remember to include your feelings about the place and Mr Sir. 

D. Add to your character file on Stanley. 

Does he seem clever or stupid? 

How does he react to Mr Sir? 
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[p4] 

Mr Pendanski 

Read Chapter 5. 

[Image starts. Image shows a man with a moustache. Image 

ends.] 

 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. In which tent was Stanley put? 

2. Who was Stanley’s counsellor? Write down how he said it would 

be easy to remember his name. 

3. Who were the boys Stanley met first? What were their 

nicknames? 

4. What was Lewis’s nickname? 

5. What did the boys use for a chest of drawers? 

6. Write down the names and nicknames for the other three boys. 

7. Why did Mr Pendanski call one boy ‘Zero’? 
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8. What did Theodore do when Stanley asked him a question? 

B. Punctuation. 

Rewrite the following passage, putting in all the full stops, capital 

letters and speech marks. 

Remember to use a new line when a new person speaks. 

Stanley turned to the other three boys they watched him as mr 

pendanski introduced them this is theodore he said I’m not called 

theodore the boy shouted angrily my name is armpit Stanley 

wondered why anyone would want to be called armpit but he did 

not dare ask 

C. Look at the questions below and write a few sentences 

about nicknames. 

Do you have a nickname? 

Where did it come from? Do you like it? 

If you do not like it, explain why and what you would prefer to be 

called. 

Do your friends have nicknames? 

Where did these names come from? 

What is the funniest or most unusual nickname you have heard? 

D. Add a few notes to your secret diary as if you were Stanley. 

What is your first impression of Mr Pendanski? 

What are your feelings about your new home? 
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What do you feel about your new room-mates? 
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[p5] 

Stanley’s ‘Crime’ 

Read Chapter 6. 

[Image starts. Image shows a pair of trainers. Image ends.] 

 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What crime had Stanley allegedly committed? 

2. What did Stanley say to the judge? 

3. Who was ‘Sweet Feet’? 

4. What had the baseball player done with the sneakers? 

5. How did Stanley feel when he knew his hero was going to be in 

court? 

6. Why did Clyde Livingston think that the thief was ‘a horrible 

person’? 

7. Who was Derrick Dunne? 

8. What did he do to Stanley? 

B. American English 
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This story is set in America. American English differs in some 

repects to the English used in England. 

Some words are spelt differently, for example, the word 

‘counsellor’ in America is spelt ‘counsellor’ in England. 

Some things are called by different names in America. For 

example, what the Americans call ‘sneakers’ in England are called 

‘trainers’. 

Make a list of any words that you come across in the book that are 

unfamiliar to you or which are spelt differently in England. 

C. Things to do. 

1. Make a timeline to show the events of Stanley’s walk home from 

school 

2. Stanley was telling the truth but no-one believed him. This has 

happened to most people at some time. 

Either 

Write a short story about someone telling the truth but no-one 

believing them 

Or 

Describe when it happened to you and how you felt. 

3. Derrick Dunne was a bully. These are the worst sort of sad 

people. 

Either 
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Write a short story about a bullying incident 

Or 

Describe when it happened to you and how you felt. 
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[p6] 

The First Hole 

Read Chapter 7. 

[Image starts. This image shows a man digging with a spade. 

Image ends.] 

 

A. Write Four sentences to explain the task that Stanley and 

the others had to perform. 

B. Read the following sentences about Stanley’s great-great-

grandfather. Copy them out in the correct order. 

a. Elya went to see Madame Zeroni. 

b. Stanley’s great-great-grandfather, Elya Yelnats, was born in 

Latvia. 

c. On Myra’s birthday her father weighed the pigs. 

d. Myra’s father said she could marry the one who brought him the 

fattest pig. 

e. When he was fifteen Elya fell in love with Myra Menke. 
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f. Madame Zeroni gave Elya a piglet to fatten up. 

g. Elya sailed for America. 

h. The two pigs weighed exactly the same. 

i. Elya gave Myra and Igor the pig as a wedding present. 

j. Igor Barkov, an old pig farmer, also wanted to marry Myra. 

C. The story of Elya and Myra. 

1. The story of Elya and Myra is a sort of fable. A fable is a story, 

which has a moral or teaches a lesson. What lessons do you think 

might be learnt from the story? 

2. Why do you think Elya decided to go to America? Who did Elya 

meet in America? Why did Elya begin to think that Madame Zeroni 

had really put a curse on him? 

3. Write the story about Elya and Myra like a story that would be 

suitable for a seven year old. Keep it simple. 

Perhaps you could make your story into a little book with drawings 

D. Add a note to your secret diary as if you were Stanley. 

How did you feel as the day progressed and your hands became 

blistered? 

How did you feel about the hole you managed to dig? 

E. Add to your character file on Stanley. 

What do you learn about Stanley’s character from the way he 

persevered with digging his hole? 
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[p7] 

Madam Zeroni’s Curse 

[Image starts. Image shows a pig facing left. Image ends.] 

 

[Image starts. Image shows a pig facing right. Image ends.] 

 

Copy out the following passage filling in the blanks with a 

suitable word. 

Stanley’s great-great-grandfather was called Elya [__1__]. He lived 

in Latvia. When he was young he fell in love with a pretty girl called 

Myra Menke. 

An old man called Igor Barkov also wanted to marry [__2__] and 

he offered her father a large pig in return for her hand in marriage. 

Elya was very upset because he was poor and did not have a pig. 

He went to see Madame Zeroni who was a wise old gypsy to ask 

her what to do. She said that Myra was empty [__3__] and 

useless, but when she saw that Elya truly loved Myra she 



 Madam Zeroni’s curse 25 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

gave him a tiny piglet. She told him to carry the [__4__] up the 

mountain every day for two months and let it drink from the stream 

there while he sang to it. 

Elya said he could not carry a large pig up a mountain. Madame 

[__5__] said he would grow stronger as the pig grew [__6__] and 

when he went to Myra’s father again on her fifteenth birthday the 

pig would weigh more than Igor’s and he would be able to marry 

her. 

The only thing Madame Zeroni asked in return was that Elya carry 

her up the mountain afterwards so that she could [__7__] at the 

same stream and he could sing to her. If he did not then he and all 

his descendants would be doomed for all eternity. 

Elya did exactly as he was told, but on the day of Myra’s fifteenth 

[__8__] he decided he would have a bath instead of taking the pig 

up the mountain for the last time so that he would look nice for 

Myra. 

When Myra’s father weighed the pigs they [__9__] exactly the 

same so he asked Myra to choose who she would marry. 

Now, Myra was not the brightest of girls and she could not 

[__10__] so she said she would think of a number between one 

and ten and the person who guessed the nearest would get her 

hand in marriage. 

Poor Elya could not believe his ears. He [__11__] to guess at all 

and said that she and Igor could have his pig as a wedding 

present. 
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Elya wandered down to the docks in despair. He saw a notice on a 

[__12__] saying that they needed deck hands. Elya went on board, 

was taken on, and sailed for America. As the ship pulled out into 

the open sea Elya suddenly realised that he had not fulfilled his 

[__13__] to take Madame Zeroni up the mountain. He felt bad 

about this but he soon forgot about it. 

He later met and married a nice girl called Sarah [__14__] in 

America. It was only after they had lots of bad luck that he 

remembered about Madam Zeroni’s curse. 
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[p8] 

The ‘Rec’ Room 

Read Chapters 8 and 9. 

[Image starts. Image shows a lizard. Image ends.] 

 

A. Write a Full description of the yellow spotted lizard. 

Draw and colour a picture of the spotted lizard and / or make a 

poster warning of the dangers of this creature. 

B. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What other names could the lizard have been called? 

2. Where did the lizards like to live? 

3. What did the lizards live on? 

4. What is the abbreviation ‘rec’ short for? 

5. What did the ‘rec’ room look like? 

6. Why did the other boys think that Stanley was ‘one tough dude’? 

7. Why did X-Ray say that the second hole was the hardest? 
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8. Why did Stanley pretend that Camp Green Lake was just like an 

ordinary camp when he wrote to his mother? 

9. What was Brand X? 

10. What nickname did the boys give Stanley? Why do you think 

they gave him that name? 

C. Language Work 

In the book there is a play on the words ‘rec’ and ‘wreck’. 

Write two sentences to show the difference between the two 

words. 

Words which sound the same but have a different spelling and a 

different meaning are called homophones. 

The word homophone is made up of two Greek words homo 

meaning same and phone meaning sound. 

The following pairs of words are homophones. Write a sentence 

for each word to show the meaning of the word. 

meet / meat 

plane / plain 

hole / whole 

new / knew 

here / hear 

steel / steal 
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board / bored 

son / sun 

D. Add a note to your secret diary as if you were Stanley. 

Write a description of the ‘rec’ room. Why do you think the boys 

had wrecked the ‘rec’ room? How do you feel about the nickname 

the boys have given you? 
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[p9] 

The Second Hole 

Read Chapters 10, 11 and 12. 

[Image starts. Image shows a fossil of a fish in a stone. Image 

ends.] 

 

Chapter 10. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What problems did Stanley face in digging his second hole? 

2. What did Stanley find? 

3. What was the ‘cloud of dirt heading across the lake’? 

4. Write down the order in which the boys lined up at the water 

truck. 

B. Draw the fossil that Stanley found. 

Chapter 11. 
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A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What did X-Ray want Stanley to do? 

2. Why was Stanley puzzled that X-Ray was the leader of the 

group? 

3. Who was Derrick Dunne? 

4. What does Stanley think about to take away the pain of digging? 

Chapter 12. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What were the boys doing when Stanley returned? 

2. Where did he sit? 

3. What did Magnet say he was interested in doing? 

4. What was Magnet’s real name? 

5. Who did Stanley say was responsible for his being at Camp 

Green Lake? 

6. Who did Mr Pendanski say was responsible for Stanley being 

there? 

B. Add to your character file on Stanley. 

What do you learn about Stanley’s character from the way he set 

about digging his second hole? Why did he agree to give X-Ray 
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his fossil? Why was he glad the boys had given him the nickname 

Caveman? 

C. Mr Pendanski 

What impression do you get of Mr Pendanski from the way he 

treats the boys and the way the boys treat him? Does the fact that 

they call him ‘Mom’ mean that they like him? What do you think of 

the way he speaks to Zero? 
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[p10] 

The Warden 

Read Chapters 13 and 14. 

[Image starts. Image shows a cowgirl holding a gun. Image ends.] 

 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What were Stanley and the other boys watching in the sky? 

2. What did Stanley find in his hole? 

3. What was engraved on it? 

4. Why did Stanley not want to give his find to X-Ray? 

5. How long had Stanley been at Camp Green Lake? 

6. What did Squid think it was? 

7. Why do you think Stanley had moved up one place in line? 
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8. How did Mr Sir mark the place where the boys were to dig? 

9. Who did Mr Pendanski bring back with him? 

10. What sort of person was she? 

11. Why did she surprise Stanley? 

12. What did she tell Mr Pendanski to do? 

B. The Warden 

Read the description of the Warden again and also about the way 

in which she treated Mr Pendanski and the boys. 

Write four sentences to describe her personality. 

How did she treat Mr Pendanski? How did she treat the boys? 

What impression did you get of the Warden from this first glimpse 

of her? 

Were you surprised that the Warden of a Juvenile Correctional 

Facility for boys would have a female Warden? 

C. Mr Pendanski 

When Stanley first met Mr Pendanski his counsellor said "There’s 

really only one rule at Camp Green Lake: Don’t upset the Warden". 

How did Mr Pendanski upset the Warden? 

How did the Warden deal with him? 

How did Mr Pendanski react to the Warden? 

What do you think Mr Pendanski thought about the Warden? 
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[p11] 

Searching 

Read Chapter 15 and 16. 

A. Write a paragraph to explain what the Warden made the 

boys do. 

B. Who worked with whom? 

Copy the names as they are on the list and draw lines to show who 

they worked with. 

Armpit Stanley 

Squid Zigzag 

Zero Magnet 

 

What happened to X-Ray? 

C. The Warden 

Stanley wonders how the Warden knows so much about them. 

What did Zigzag and Armpit say about the Warden? 

What happened the following day when the Warden began to lose 

patience? 

What did the Warden say to Mr Sir? How did Mr Sir react? 
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Write a few sentences about what we learn about the character of 

the Warden in Chapters 15 and 16. 

D. The letter from Stanley’s mother. 

1. Write two sentences to explain why Stanley thought his mother’s 

comment in her letter was funny. 

2. What impression do you get of Stanley’s relationship with his 

mother? 

3. Why do you think that Zero had not heard the nursery rhyme 

about the old lady who lived in a shoe? 

E. Stanley could only remember three famous authors. Who 

were they? 

Look them up in an encyclopaedia and for each one write: 

a. When and where he was born 

b. When he died 

c. The titles of two or three books written by these authors. 
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[p12] 

The Boys in D Tent 

Read Chapters 17, 18 and 19. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. Why do you think Zigzag hit Stanley with a shovel? 

2. What is happening to Stanley physically? 

3. Why did Stanley write his letter in the tent instead of the ‘rec’ 

room? 

4. What did Zero want Stanley to do? 

5. What woke Stanley up in the night? 

6. What had Magnet stolen from the water truck? 

7. What two reasons did Stanley have for not wanting the 

sunflower seeds? 

8. What happened when the sack was thrown to Stanley? 

9. When before had Stanley been ‘in the wrong place at the wrong 

time’? 

10. Why do you think that Stanley did not tell the truth to Mr Sir? 

B. Letters home. 

Stanley writes to his mother but does not tell her the truth about 

Camp Green Lake because he knows it would worry her. 
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Imagine you are at Camp Green Lake and write Two postcards—

one to your mother which does not tell the truth and one to a friend 

which does. 

C. Nicknames again. 

Stanley is given the nickname Caveman because he is big and 

because he stood up to the Lump in the ‘rec’ room. 

Why is Zero called Zero? Why do you think Magnet was given his 

nickname? X-Ray is very short-sighted. His glasses are always 

covered in a thick layer of dust from digging so why do you think 

he is called X-Ray? Why do you think Armpit, Squid and Zigzag 

have been given those nicknames? 

Write as much as you can about the boys in D tent and how they 

got their nicknames. 

D. Zero 

Zero doesn’t say much. He is the smallest boy in D tent and 

always last in line. Nobody seems to know his real name. Even his 

counsellor, Mr Pendanski, never uses the boy’s real name. 

Stanley talks alone with Zero on two occasions. What does he find 

out about Zero? Write as much as you can about Zero up to this 

point in the story. 
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[p13] 

Rattlesnake 

Read Chapters 20 and 21. 

[Image starts. Image shows a rattlesnake. Image ends.] 

 

Chapter 20. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. Why was Stanley surprised to see holes close to the Warden’s 

cabin? 

2. Why did the Warden say that Stanley was ‘letting the cold out’? 

3. Why did Mr Sir say he had brought Stanley to see her? 

4. What excuse did Stanley give about eating all the sunflower 

seeds? 

5. Describe the inside of the Warden’s cabin. 

6. What did she ask Stanley to fetch from the bedroom? 
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7. What was so special about the nail varnish? 

8. What happened to Mr Sir? 

B. The Warden 

1. What impression do you get of the Warden from the interview 

with Stanley and Mr Sir? Does this incident help you to understand 

why the men were so afraid of her? 

2. The Warden with her dark-red nail polish and her rattlesnake 

venom seems like some sort of witch. Make up a witch’s spell or 

incantation. Look at Act 4 Scene 1 from ‘Macbeth’ for some ideas. 

[Worksheet 41] 

Chapter 21. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What happened to Stanley’s great-grandfather after he had 

been robbed by Kissin’ Kate Barlow? 

2. How long was he left alone in the desert? 

3. Who rescued him? 

4. How had he managed to stay alive for so long? 

5. What did Stanley nearly tread on walking back to his hole? 

6. Who had been digging his hole while he had been away? 

B. Discuss with a partner. 
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Why do you think Stanley took the blame for stealing the sunflower 

seeds? Would you have done the same in his situation? What do 

you think about the way the other boys reacted? Do you think that 

Stanley should expect them to be grateful? What do you think will 

happen now to Stanley when Mr Sir is feeling better? 
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Miss Katherine Barlow 

Read Chapters 22 and 23. 

[Image starts. Image shows a lady. Image ends.] 

 

Chapter 22. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What reason did Zero give for digging Stanley’s hole? 

2. What did Stanley offer to do for him in return? 

3. How did Stanley begin to teach Zero to read? 

4. What subject do you think Zero was really good at? 

5. What deal did they come up with for ‘payment’? 

6. What did Stanley suddenly realise as he lay in bed? 
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B. Zero. 

Write as much as you can about what we learn about Zero in 

Chapter 22. 

Chapter 23. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What was Green Lake like one hundred and ten years ago? 

2. What happened on the Fourth of July? 

3. Who was Katherine Barlow? 

4. Who was Trout Walker? 

5. How did Katherine upset Trout? 

6. Why did Kate object to Trout Walker’s new boat? 

B. Katherine Barlow and Trout Walker. 

1. Write six sentences about Katherine Barlow 

2. Write six sentences about Trout Walker 

3. What do you think is going to happen to them? 

C. Miss Katherine Barlow was a young teacher at Green Lake 

when there was a lake and a thriving community around the lake. 

Katherine seems not to have any family in Green Lake, but we can 

imagine that she had parents, perhaps back in New York. 
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Write a letter from Katherine to her parents telling them about 

Green Lake and her life there. 
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Katherine and Sam 

Read Chapters 24 and 25. 

Chapter 24. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What did Mr Sir’s face look like at breakfast time? 

2. Why do you think everyone ignored it? 

3. What happened when a boy mentioned it? 

4. What did Zero mean when he said, “Whenever you’re ready, 

just let me know”? 

5. What did Mr Sir do to Stanley when he came round with the 

water truck? 

Chapter 25. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. Who did the inhabitants of Green Lake go to see when they 

were sick? 

2. Who was Mary Lou? 

3. Describe Sam’s job. 

4. What did Sam say about the wonderful properties of his onions? 
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5. What did Sam say would cure baldness? 

6. What did Dr Hawthorne think about Sam? 

7. What did Katherine Barlow do when she bought onions? 

8. What did Sam promise to do for Katherine? 

9. Why was Sam not allowed to attend the classes at school? 

10. What happened when he had finished mending the roof? 

11. Do you think Sam was clever? 

12. Write down all the jobs Katherine found for Sam to do. 

13. How did Katherine feel when all the jobs were done? 

14. What did she do when she heard Sam calling out in the street? 

15. Why do you think that Hattie Parker said, “God will punish 

you!”? 

B. Language Work 

Write down the meanings of the following words: 

cantaloupe 

nozzle 

jagged 

absorb 

oatmeal 

batch 
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canteen 

lotion 

parched 

concoction 

C. Sam and Katherine talked about two American poets called Poe 

and Longfellow. Look them up in an encyclopaedia and for each 

one write: 

a. When and where he was born 

b. When he died 

c. The titles of two or three poems written by these authors. 



 ’God will punish you’ 48 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

[p16] 

‘God Will Punish You’ 

Read Chapter 26. 

A. The town of Green Lake was racist like a lot of towns in the 

USA in those days, especially in the South. 

Many people did not like the two races to mix and especially not to 

marry each other. This was a very sad situation for people like 

Sam and Katherine who had fallen in love. 

Write a paragraph about Sam and Katherine to explain what 

happened to them. 

[Remember to write about the attitudes of different people like the 

sheriff and Trout Walker] 

B. Copy out the ‘facts’ from page 115. Number each ‘fact’ from 

1 to 7. 

How did God punish Green Lake? What eventually happened to 

Green Lake? 

C. Kissin’ Kate Barlow 

Write a paragraph to explain how the respectable school teacher 

Miss Katherine Barlow became Kissin’ Kate Barlow the outlaw. 

Why do you think that she kissed the sheriff after she shot him? 

D. The Green Lake Bugle 
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Create the front page of ‘The Green Lake Bugle’ reporting the 

murder of the sheriff by Kissin’ Kate Barlow. 

E. Racism 

1. The terrible incident of racism we read about in Chapter 26 

wouldn’t happen in America today. But even minor racist incidents 

can be very distressing. 

If you know of any incident of racist behaviour discuss it with your 

teacher and class. 

Or 

Look in different newspapers and find a story or article about racist 

behaviour. Write a report on it and discuss it with your teacher and 

class. 

2. Use your school library to find out about Booker T. Washington 

[1856–1915]. Write a short biography of him and the work he did to 

win civil rights for Black Americans. 
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‘Start Digging’ 

Read Chapters 27 and 28. 

Chapter 27. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What was Mr Sir doing to punish Stanley? 

2. How did Mr Pendanski compensate for what Mr Sir was doing to 

Stanley? 

3. What did the other boys think about Zero helping Stanley? 

4. What did X-Ray mean by “Same old story. ...”? 

5. What did Mr Sir do with Stanley’s canteen? 

6. Why do you think Stanley was suspicious? 

7. What is Zero’s real name? 

8. Where have you heard the name Zeroni before? 

B. Add to your character file on Stanley. 

When he first arrived at Camp Green Lake Stanley seemed to be a 

bit soft. How do you think Stanley has changed over the weeks at 

the camp? What do you think about the way he copes with Mr Sir? 

What do you think about the way he helps Zero? 

Chapter 28. 
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A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. How long was it before Kate returned to Green Lake? 

2. What had happened to the town? 

3. What happened after she had been living there for about three 

months? 

4. Who was Linda Miller? 

5. How had she changed since Kate had known her at school? 

6. What did Trout and Linda want? 

7. What did they think she had done with the loot from her 

robberies? 

8. What did they do to Kate? 

9. How did she die? 

10. Why did she die laughing? 

B. Kissin’ Kate Barlow 

Write a few sentences to say why you think Kate Barlow had 

returned to Green Lake. 

C. Trout and Linda Walker 

Write as much as you can about Trout and Linda Walker. What 

had happened to them in the twenty years since Kate had last 

seen them? What impression do you get of the couple from the 

way they treated Kate? 
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God’s Thumb 

Read Chapter 29. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. What was the weather like? 

2. What did Squid hope would happen? 

3. X-Ray thought they should build something. What was it? 

4. What did Stanley see when the lightning flashed? 

5. What did the mountains look like? 

6. How did Stanley’s great-grandfather say he had been saved by 

the desert? 

B. Stanley’s great-grandfather 

Write six sentences about how Stanley’s great-grandfather 

survived in the desert and then met his future wife. 

C. Camp Green Lake 

Camp Green Lake is situated by a huge dried up lake bed several 

miles across. The camp, with the Warden’s log cabin and its two 

old oak trees, is to the east of the lake bed. The mountains are to 

the west. 



 God’s thumb 53 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

On the map below put in the Warden’s cabin, the trees, and the 

mountains in the correct places. Put the other camp buildings and 

tents where you think they might be. 

[Image starts. Image shows a simple map of a dried-up river bed. 

Image ends.] 
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Fight! 

Read Chapter 30. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. How long had Stanley been at Camp Green Lake? 

2. Why did it surprise everyone when Mr Sir gave Zigzag an extra 

carton of juice? 

3. Why did Stanley find it easier to dig now? 

4. What did the others think about Zero helping him? 

5. What happened when the water truck arrived? 

6. What did Mr Pendanski say? 

7. Who saved Stanley? 

8. What finally stopped the fight? 

9. What explanation did the boys give to the Warden about the 

fight? 

10. What did Zero say he had learnt? 

11. Why did Zero get ‘hat’ wrong? 

12. Explain what Stanley knew about why they were digging holes. 

13. What did Zero do when Mr Pendanski gave him the shovel? 
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14. Where did Zero go? 

15. What did the Warden mean by “It’s almost time to paint my 

nails again.”? 

16. Why did the Warden say she still expected seven holes? 

B. Stanley 

1. At this point in the story all the other boys from D tent (except 

Zero) are angry with Stanley. Why is this? What mistake has 

Stanley made? 

2. Stanley is bigger than Zigzag but he either didn’t want to fight or 

he didn’t know how to fight. Why do you think Stanley behaved as 

he did? Was Stanley right to back off or should he have fought 

Zigzag? What do you think of Stanley’s behaviour? 

C. Zigzag 

Why do you think Zigzag decided to have a go at Stanley? What 

had Zigzag previously done to Stanley? Do you think that Zigzag 

would have gone after Stanley again if Stanley had stood up to him 

the first time Zigzag attacked him? 

D. Zero 

How did Zero save Stanley from Zigzag? Why did Zero smash his 

spade into Mr Pendanski’s face? What happened then? 

E. The Warden 
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Write as much as you can about the Warden as she appears in 

Chapter 30. How did she handle the situation? What impression do 

you get of her character? 
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Missing 

Read Chapter 31. 

[Image starts. Image shows a man. Image ends.] 

 

A. Copy out the following passage. Fill in the missing words 

from the list below. 

angry 

teach 

hottest 

Zero 

strength 

stayed 

never 

go 
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Stanley was really [__1__] with himself. He knew he should 

[__2__] have let [__3__] dig his hole. If Zero had the [__4__] to dig 

all day and still learn, then he should have been able to dig and 

still have the strength to [__5__]. 

Stanley thought he should [__6__] after Zero, but he did not. He 

[__7__] on the lake digging during the [__8__] part of the day. 

B. Copy out the following passage, putting in all the 

punctuation. 

suddenly zigzag was off him stanley managed to look up he saw 

that zero had his arm round zigzags neck zigzag made a gagging 

sound as he tried to pry zeros arm off him youre going to kill him 

shouted mr pendanski zero kept squeezing 

C. Zero 

1. What was Zero’s real name? 

2. Where had Zero been living when he was arrested? 

3. What does ‘A Ward of the State’ mean? 

4. Does anybody at all care if Zero is alive or dead? 

D. The Warden 

Write three sentences to explain what the Warden did to erase all 

trace of Zero after he ran away. 

E. Mr Pendanski 

Mr Pendanski was Zero’s counsellor. That meant that he was 

supposed to look after him at Camp Green Lake. How did Mr 
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Pendanski treat Zero? What do you think of the way Mr Pendanski 

treated Zero? 

F. Missing Person 

If you went missing, who, apart from your personal friends, would 

notice? 

Who would notify the police? How long would it take before your 

school noticed? 

What would your school do about it? Who else might have records 

on you? 
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The Mary Lou 

Read Chapters 32, 33 and 34. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

Chapter 32. 

1. Why did they call Brian ‘Twitch’? 

2. What did Stanley tell him about getting up so early? 

3. What thought kept coming back to Stanley? 

4. Why did the truck not move when he pressed the gas pedal? 

5. What is the English word for ‘gas pedal’? 

6. Who told him what to do? 

7. Why did Stanley not get very far? 

8. How much water did he have? 

Chapter 33. 

1. Why did Stanley decide to stay out of the camp for a while? 

2. What deal did Stanley think he would make with the Warden 

when he got back? 

3. How did Stanley know where the holes were? 

4. What did he see at the bottom of one of the holes? 
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5. What did he have for lunch? 

Chapter 34. 

1. What did Stanley see in the distance? 

2. What did he find in the middle of the nothingness? 

3. What was the name of the boat? 

4. Who did he find under the boat? 

B. Draw a map to show: 

a. the camp 

b. the Warden’s house 

c. the Mary Lou 

d. Big Thumb 

e. draw a dotted line to show where Stanley and Zero had 

wandered until they found the boat. 

(The map on page 18 might be useful to you.) 
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Big Thumb 

Read Chapters 35 and 36. 

[Image starts. This image shows a rock protruding from a deserted 

landscape. The sun is shining in the sky. Image ends.] 

 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

Chapter 35. 

1. What are jack-o’-lanterns at Halloween generally made of? 

2. What did Zero offer Stanley? 

3. What did ‘sploosh’ taste like? What do you think it was? 

4. Write four sentences to say what had happened to Barf Bag. 

5. What do you think was wrong with Zero? 
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6. What was Mary Lou? 

Chapter 36. 

1. Where did Stanley get the burlap bag from? 

2. What did Zero use to help him walk along? 

3. What game did they play? 

4. What thought kept Stanley going? 

5. What did Stanley joke might be at the top of Big Thumb? 

6. Which things did they decide to order in this imaginary 

restaurant? 

7. Write four sentences to describes how they climbed out of the 

dried up lake. 

8. How did Zero gash his hands? 

9. What did Stanley notice as they went towards Big Thumb? 

10. What time of day was it? 

B. Write down the meanings of these words. You may need to 

use a dictionary. 

burlap 

bacteria 

nectar 

resist 
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shield 

barren 

quit 

sundae 

frail 

rut 

C. Explain what is meant by the following phrases or 

expressions: 

a drooping smile 

to smile sheepishly 

the thumbs-up sign 

D. Word Games 

Stanley and Zero play a spelling game to make the time pass as 

they walk across the desert to Big Thumb. 

What type of games do you play on long car journeys? List them 

and then choose one or make up a new one to play with a partner 
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On the Mountain 

Read Chapters 37, 38 and 39. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

Chapter 37. 

1. Why do you think Stanley was scared as they approached Big 

Thumb? 

2. Why did they have to walk in a zigzag? 

3. What happened to Zero? 

4. What is a ‘gnat’? 

Chapter 38. 

1. How did Stanley carry Zero? 

2. What is a ‘huge stone precipice’? 

3. What did Stanley realise as he fell in the mud? 

4. What did Stanley dig up? 

5. Which place do you think they have found? 

Chapter 39. 

1. Where did Stanley wake up? 

2. What do you think the flowers are? 
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3. What ‘confession’ did Zero make? 

[Image starts. This shows an onion plant. Image ends.] 

 

B. Stanley and Zero 

1. Can you find anything familiar about what is happening to 

Stanley and Zero from a previous part of the story? Who carried 

what up a mountain? Who broke his promise to carry who up the 

mountain? 

2. What do you think is going to happen to Stanley and Zero?. 

C. Stanley’s Song 

1. Copy down the words of the song from the end of Chapter 39. 

2. The woodpecker wishes that the bark on the tree was softer. 

What do you think the wolf wishes for? 

3. Luck is relative. Is the woodpecker unlucky because the bark on 

the tree is hard, or lucky because the wolf can’t get him? 
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Do you think you are lucky or unlucky? Why? 
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Onions 

Read Chapters 40 and 41. 

[Image starts. This image shows onions. Image ends.] 

 

Chapter 40. 

1. Tell the story of Mrs Tennyson and Sam in your own words. 

2. Why do you think that the author has put this little story about 

Sam the Onion Man into this chapter about Stanley and Zero? 

3. Why did Stanley stay by the water hole for two days? What did 

the two boys live on for two days? 

4. How did Stanley feel as he headed down the mountain looking 

for the spade? Why was he surprised when he found the spade? 

Chapter 41. 

1. Fact and Opinion 

The following statements are facts: 

London is the capital of England. 
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More than 70% of the Earth is covered in water. 

Mammals need to breathe oxygen. 

These statements can be checked and proved. They are facts. 

The following statements are opinions: 

The Earth is a beautiful place. 

Martians live on Mars. 

London is an exciting place to live. 

These statements cannot be proved. They are simply opinions. 

Write down five facts and five opinions about Stanley in this 

chapter. 

2. Add to your character file on Stanley. 

3. Zero 

Write about what we learn about Zero’s life from Chapter 41. 
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Buried Treasure 

Read Chapter 42, 43 and 44. 

Chapter 42. 

1. Explain how Stanley and Zero managed to survive on Big 

Thumb for over a week. How did they get water? What did they 

eat? How did they shelter from the sun? 

2. Why had Stanley been unhappy with himself and his life before 

he was sent to Camp Green Lake? Why does he feel better about 

himself now? How has Stanley changed since he came to Camp 

Green Lake? 

3. What crazy idea is in Stanley’s head when he asks Zero if he 

will dig one more hole? Why does Stanley think that there really is 

a treasure? Where does he think it is? 

Chapter 43. 

1. Explain Stanley’s plan for getting the treasure. 

2. Draw a map to show how Stanley and Zero walked back to 

Camp Green Lake. On your map mark: 

a. Big Thumb 

b. The onion field 

c. The water hole they had dug 

d. Where Stanley had slipped down the mountain 
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e. The cliff into the dry lake bed 

f. The Mary Lou 

g. Camp Green Lake 

h. The holes they had first sheltered in 

i. The treasure hole 

j. The Warden’s house 

You can illustrate it with drawings of the onion sack, the jars which 

had held the ‘sploosh’, the shovel, the upturned boat, the treasure 

suitcase and the sun. 

Chapter 44. 

1. Write a few sentences decribing how Stanley and Zero find the 

buried treasure. What is the treasure in? 

2. Imagine you had to bury some treasure. Where would you put it 

and why? 

3. In the novel Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson, a boy 

also goes looking for treasure. Find a copy of the book to read or 

watch the film if possible. 
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Yellow Spotted Lizards 

Read Chapter 45 and 46. 

[Image starts. This image shows a lizard. Image ends.] 

 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

Chapter 45. 

1. Who was holding the flashlight? 

2. Who held the gun? 

3. What were the three people wearing? 

4. Why did the Warden suddenly back away? 

5. How many lizards were there in Stanley’s hole? 

6. How long had the Warden been digging to find the treasure? 

Chapter 46. 

1. How do you think Stanley knew it was five hundred seconds 

later? 
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2. Who screamed and why? 

3. What did Mr Sir do? 

4. What story was the warden going to tell the authorities? 

5. Why did she not have to bother about Zero? 

6. Why was Stanley not listening to the talk above him? 

7. Who had come to get Stanley the day before? 

8. What was Stanley remembering as he stood in the hole? 

9. What was due to happen at 4.30am? 

10. What sign did Zero give to Stanley? 

B. Stanley 

Stanley finally finds the treasure and hands it up to Zero. Imagine 

how he feels when the flashlight flashes in his face and the 

Warden speaks to him. Imagine his horror when he sees that he 

has been digging in a nest of deadly lizards. 

Write the entry that Stanley might have written when he finally got 

back to his secret diary. 

C. The Warden 

Describe the Warden’s attitude to both Stanley and Zero. What are 

her plans for both Stanley and Zero? Why does she tell the 

counsellors to return to the tents? How does she plan to silence 

the boys at the camp? 

D. Memories 
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Stanley thinks of his favourite memory because he is in danger. 

Write a paragraph about your favourite memory. 
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The Suitcase 

Read Chapter 47. 

[Image starts. Image describes a suitcase. Image ends.] 

 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. Explain what he really meant when Mr Sir said, “Yeah, right,” to 

the Warden. 

2. What is a tarantula? 

3. What was the sting on Stanley’s neck? 

4. What did the lizard do? 

5. Explain why the lizards had to go lower in the hole? 

6. What had Zero been working out all night? 

7. Describe the two people who had arrived. 

8. What did the lawyer threaten to do if any harm came to Stanley? 
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9. What is the Warden’s name? Who else in the story had that 

surname? 

10. What excuse did the Warden give for not releasing Stanley the 

previous evening? 

11. Why do you think the Warden hugged Zero? Was she really 

pleased to see him? 

12. What was written on the case? 

B. Draw a timeline of events for the night and early morning. 

You could begin like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. The Warden 

The Warden is very quick-witted. She immediately invents a story 

to account for Stanley and Zero being out there with the suitcase. 

What story did the Warden tell to the lawyer? How does she try to 

get the suitcase off Zero? How does Zero defeat her? 

Stanley begins to dig in the hole 

Zero goes to the camp to get water 

Zero returns with water and a packet of cereals 

Stanley digs out the suitcase and hands it up to Zero 

The Warden suddenly appears with Mr Pendanski and Mr Sir 
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D. Stanley’s Attorney 

What impression do you get of Stanley’s attorney from the way she 

looks, moves and acts? What does she threaten to sue Ms Walker, 

Camp Green Lake, and the entire state of Texas for? Do you think 

she is right? 
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Release 

Read Chapters 48 and 49. 

Chapter 48. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. Who was ‘the tall man’? 

2. What did the Warden say to Zero? 

3. Who was Ms Morengo? 

4. What did Mr Pendanski bring to Stanley? 

5. Why did Stanley not want to leave? 

6. Explain in detail why they could not find Zero’s file. 

7. Were the other boys pleased to see Stanley and Zero? 

8. What happened to Zero in the end? 

B. The Warden 

1. The Warden can’t believe that she has been outwitted by 

somebody like Zero. But, quick-witted as ever, she invents yet 

another reason to get her hands on whatever is in the suitcase. 

She is foiled this time by Stanley’s lawyer. How? 
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2. Do you sympathise at all with the Warden as she sees the 

treasure she has been looking for all her life going away? Give 

reasons. 

3. What do you think will happen to the Warden now the Attorney 

General is investigating her and Camp Green Lake? What do you 

think the boys at Camp Green Lake should have been doing 

instead of digging holes all day? 

Chapter 49. 

A. Answer each of the following questions with a complete 

sentence. 

1. Why did Ms Morengo have the car windows open? 

2. How had Ms Morengo proved that Stanley was innocent? 

3. Who had stolen the sneakers? 

4. Why did Ms Morengo say she had not heard Zero? 

5. What had Stanley’s dad invented? 

6. What happened back at Green Lake as the boys fell asleep? 

B. Discuss the events of Stanley’s and Zero’s release with a 

partner. How do you think things might change now for Stanley? 

What do you think will happen to Zero? 

C. Create the front page of a newspaper telling their story. There 

might also be another news item on the front page reporting the 

closure of Camp Green Lake. 
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Filling in the Holes 

Read Chapter 50. 

[Image starts. Image shows a bottle lying horizontally. On it is 

written Sploosh. Image ends.] 

 

A. Filling in the Holes 

Why do you think that the author chose to call this final chapter 

‘Filling in the Holes’? 

B. Madam Zeroni’s Curse 

Why do you think the reader ‘might find it interesting that Stanley’s 

father invented his cure for foot odor the day after the great-great-

grandson of Elya Yelnats carried the great-great-great-grandson of 

Madame Zeroni up the mountain’? 

C. Camp Green Lake 

1. Who owned the land around Camp Green Lake? 

2. What is going to happen to Camp Green Lake? 

D. The Suitcase 

1. Make a list of the things that were in the suitcase. 
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2. What did the boys do with the money they received? 

E. A Happy Ending 

1. Who was at the party at the Yelnats house at the end of the 

story? 

2. What were they celebrating? 

F. Things to do. 

1. Design an estate agents brochure for the property of Camp 

Green Lake. 

2. Design a newspaper advert for ‘Sploosh’. 

3. Write a script and storyboard for a television advert for ‘Sploosh’ 

4. In a small group rehearse and act out a television advert for 

‘Sploosh’. 

5. Design a new front cover for the book. 

6. Write a book review for ‘Holes’ [There is a writing frame if you 

need one] 



 Writing a book review 82 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

[p30] 

Writing a book review 

author 

story 

characters 

[Image starts. Image shows a lizard. Image ends.] 

 

Writing a book review is not difficult if you follow these guidelines. 

Paragraph 1. 

Say who wrote the book and what you thought when you saw the 

front cover. 

Paragraph 2. 

Write six [at least] sentences to say what the book is about. 

[Image starts. This is the image of a smiling man. Image ends.] 
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Paragraph 3. 

Begin ... ... ... ‘The part I liked best was when ... ...’ and go on to 

describe it and say why you liked it. 

Paragraph 4. 

Begin ... ... ‘The part I liked least was when ... ...’ and go on to 

describe it and say why you did not like it. 

[Image starts. This is the image of a man. Image ends.] 

 

Paragraph 5. 

‘The main characters were ... ...’ 

Paragraph 6. 

‘The character I liked best was ... ... ... because ... ... ...’ 

Paragraph 7. 

‘The character I like the least was ... ... ... because ... ...’ 

Paragraph 8. 
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‘I would (or would not) recommend this book to a friend because ... 

...’ 

[Image starts. This is the cartoon image of a cowgirl holding a gun. 

Image ends.] 

 



 Stanley 85 

 Teaching resources for ‘Holes’  

[p31] 

Stanley 

[Image starts. Image shows a smiling man. Image ends.] 

 

A. At the beginning of the story Stanley is big, soft and overweight. 

He is bullied by a smaller boy at school. He has no friends and 

doesn’t feel very good about himself. 

1. Why do you think Stanley used to get bullied at school? 

2. How does Stanley’s life at Camp Green Lake change him? 

B. Stanley’s happiest thoughts are about his life at home and 

about his mother. 

1. Write as much as you can about Stanley’s early life and his 

relationship with his mother and father. 

2. Do you think that Stanley’s mum might have made him a bit 

soft? Explain. 

C. Stanley is very intelligent. He makes connections between 

things. He quickly works out the association between the KB on 

the lipstick case and Kissin’ Kate Barlow. 
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1. How does Stanley work out the reason why the boys are digging 

holes at Camp Green Lake? 

D. Stanley is not very ‘street wise’. He is sometimes slow to realise 

how the other boys think and feel. First he upsets Armpit and then 

Zigzag. 

1. How does Stanley upset Armpit? 

2. How does Stanley upset Zigzag? What happens when Zigzag is 

upset? 

E. Stanley is quite philosophical. When he is convicted for a crime 

he didn’t commit he doesn’t waste time feeling sorry for himself. 

He just accepts it as bad luck. 

1. Write about the crime that Stanley is supposed to have 

committed. 

F. Stanley soon develops a sense of responsibility for Zero and he 

feels guilty when Zero runs away. 

1. How does Stanley help Zero at the camp? How does Zero help 

Stanley? Why does Zero run away from camp? 

2. How does Stanley rescue Zero from the desert? 

G. Stanley sometimes surprises himself by being very brave. 

1. Write about two occasions when Stanley is very brave. 
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Stanley’s Family 

[Image starts. This image is of a pig on a badge. Image ends.] 

 

A. Stanley’s great-great-grandfather, Elya Yelnats, was born in 

Latvia. When he was a young man he fell in love with a local girl. 

But, her father wanted a pig in exchange for his daughter, and Elya 

didn’t have a pig. 

He asked an old gypsy woman, Madam Zeroni, to help him. She 

said that she would help him on one condition—that he would 

carry her up the mountain to drink from the stream. If he didn’t do 

that then he and his descendants would be doomed for all eternity. 

Stanley finally breaks the family curse by carrying Zero up the 

mountain to drink from the stream. Why did this break the 

curse? 

B. Elya Yelnats forgot about his promise to the old gypsy woman. 

He went to America. In America he met a girl called Sarah Miller. 

They married and had a little boy who they called Stanley. That 

first Stanley Yelnats was Stanley’s great-grandfather. 

The first Stanley Yelnats, Stanley’s great-grandfather, grew up in 

New York. He was lucky at first. He made a lot of money. Then he 
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decided to move from New York to California. He packed all his 

money into a suitcase and took it with him on the stagecoach. 

What happened to Stanley’s great-grandfather as his 

stagecoach was passing through Texas? 

C. Stanley’s father was an inventor. He was a clever man and he 

had perseverance, but he never had any luck. Stanley’s family 

were poor and they lived in a rented apartment. 

Write as much as you can about Stanley’s parents. 

What was his father trying to invent? How did this affect Stanley’s 

life? 

D. Stanley breaks the family curse by taking Zero up the mountain 

to drink from the stream. After that the family’s bad luck begins to 

turn. 

1. Write about what happens to Stanley and Zero after they come 

down from the mountain. 

2. Write about what happens to Stanley’s family after their luck 

turns 

E. Research and draw your own family tree. 

You will probably have to interview your parents and grandparents. 

F. Design a coat of arms for Stanley’s family. 

Draw a large shield. Quarter it and put something about the family 

in each quarter. 

Or 
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Design a coat of arms for your own family. 
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Mr Sir 

[Image starts. Image shows a rattlesnake. Image ends.] 

 

A. Mr Sir obviously thinks of himself as a ‘tough guy’. He wears 

sunglasses and a cowboy hat even when he is inside his office. He 

has a tattoo of a rattlesnake on his arm. He chews sunflower 

seeds because he has just given up smoking. 

1. Write as much as you can about the way Mr Sir tries to preseve 

his ‘tough guy’ image. 

2. The rattlesnake is America’s deadliest snake. But it always 

warns you of its presence by shaking its rattles. Why do you think 

that the rattlesnake might be an appropriate symbol for Mr Sir? 

B. Mr Sir might be a ‘tough guy’ but he is certainly afraid of one 

person—the Warden. 

1. Describe what happens to Mr Sir when he upsets the Warden. 
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2. How does Mr Sir punish Stanley for getting him into trouble with 

the Warden? 

Mr Pendanski 

A. If Mr Sir is a rattlesnake then Mr Pendanski is more of a ‘snake 

in the grass’. He pretends to be a friend to the boys but he knows 

that the way the boys are treated is not right. He knows why the 

boys are made to dig holes instead of being educated. 

1. Look again at Chapter 5. What impression do you get of Mr 

Pendanski? 

2. The boys in D tent call Mr Pendanski "Mom". Does this mean 

that they like or respect him? What do you think? 

B. Mr Pendanski knows that Zero doesn’t have anybody to care 

about him, that he is "a ward of the state". 

1. How does Mr Pendanski treat Zero? What does this tell you 

about Mr Pendanski? 

2. How does the Warden treat Mr Pendanski? How does Mr 

Pendanski treat the Warden? What were their final plans for Zero? 
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The Warden 

“There’s really only one rule at Camp Green Lake: Don’t upset 

the Warden.” 

[Image starts. Image shows a cowgirl holding a gun. Image ends.] 

 

A. The Warden is clearly the person in charge at Camp Green 

Lake. 

1. Were you surprised that the Warden of a juvenile correction 

centre for boys was a woman? Why? 

2. Give two or three reasons why it might be a good idea, and two 

or three reasons why it might not be a good idea. 

B. The counsellors and boys at Camp Green Lake are afraid of the 

Warden. Why? 

1. Write about the way she treats Mr Pendanski and Mr Sir. 
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2. Write about the way she treats the boys. Why does she have 

them digging holes? 

C. The Warden is clever (but not as clever as Ms Morengo) and 

quick-witted. 

1. Write about the way she puts off Ms Morengo when the lawyer 

comes to get Stanley. What story does the Warden concoct to 

explain why Stanley and Zero are out in a hole full of deadly lizards 

at the crack of dawn when Ms Morengo returns with the Attorney 

General? 

2. Write about the way the Warden is finally outwitted by Zero, 

Stanley and Ms Morengo. 

D. The Warden is not just a strong personality she is also 

dangerous. 

1. How does the Warden deal with Zero’s disappearance? How 

does she plan to deal with Zero when he returns? 

E. The Warden is called Ms Walker. Her family owned all the land 

around Camp Green Lake. Ever since she was a little girl she has 

been digging for buried treasure—Kissin’ Kate Barlow’s loot. 

1. Write Ms Walker’s life story. Include her family history; her early 

life; her life as Warden of Camp Green Lake; what she intends to 

do now it has been closed down. 

You could write the story as if you were Ms Walker, or, as if you 

were a reporter writing about Ms Walker. 
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The Boys in D Tent 

[Image starts. This image shows a tent. Image ends.] 

 

A. Nicknames 

At Camp Green Lake the boys and the counsellors live in tents. 

When Stanley arrives at the camp he is assigned to D tent. Mr 

Pendanski is the counsellor for the boys in D tent. Mr Pendanski 

introduces the boys to Stanley by their real names, but the boys 

prefer to be called by their nicknames. 

1. Look back at Chapter 5 to find the real names of the boys. Write 

the boys’ real names next to their nicknames. 

Squid X-Ray 

Magnet Armpit 

Zigzag Zero 

 

2. The boys feel so strongly about their nicknames that one of 

them throws Stanley to the floor for using his real name. Who does 

this? When? 
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3. Why do you think that the boys feel so strongly about their 

nicknames? 

4. Take each of the boys in turn and explain why you think he has 

that nickname. 

5. What nickname do they give Stanley? Who gives Stanley his 

nickname? Why? 

B. Pecking Order 

A group of animals generally develops an order of importance. 

Often the leader of the pack is the strongest or most aggressive. In 

human beings the leader of a group may be the strongest and 

most feared, or he / she may be respected for some other quality. 

1. X-Ray is the leader of the boys in D tent although he is not the 

most aggressive. How do we know that he is the leader? Why do 

you think that he is the leader? 

2. The most aggressive boy in D tent seems to be Zigzag. He 

attacks Stanley on two occasions. Describe what happens on each 

of these occasions. 

3. The boys always line up at the water truck in the same order no 

matter who gets there first. Write out the order (see chapter 10). 

When and how does Stanley get to move up one place in the line? 

C. By the time Stanley leaves Camp Green Lake the other boys 

seem to have begun to like him. Write about the way the boys say 

goodbye to Stanley. 
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Zero 

[Image starts. Image shows a man. Image ends.] 

 

A. Zero doesn’t say much. He is the smallest boy in D tent and 

always last in line. Nobody seems to know his real name. Even his 

counsellor, Mr Pendanski, never uses the boy’s real name. 

1. How does Mr Pendanski treat Zero? How does Zero feel about 

Mr Pendanski? What does Zero finally do to Mr Pendanski? 

B. Stanley is surprised that Zero doesn’t know the nursery rhyme 

about the ‘old woman who lived in a shoe’ or about Sesame Street, 

the TV programme for small children. 

When Zero asks Stanley to teach him to read he says that he 

doesn’t need to learn to write because he hasn’t got anybody to 

write to. 

1. Why does Stanley decide to teach Zero to read? How does he 

begin to teach him? 

2. How does Zero’s ability to read surprise the Warden at the end 

of the story? 
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C. Zero and his mother were homeless. They had to live out on the 

streets as best they could. They stole what they needed to live. 

Sometimes his mother went off by herself and told Zero to wait for 

her at a particular place. Then one day she went and never came 

back. 

1. Zero remembers living in a house, being in a cot and his mother 

singing to him. What could have happened to make them 

homeless? 

2. Zero’s mother loved him. What do you think could have 

happened to Zero’s mother to prevent her getting back to him? 

D. When his mother was with him they could go to the homeless 

shelter at night but after she left Zero couldn’t go to the shelter. 

They asked too many questions. 

1. What do you think would have happened to Zero if he had gone 

to the homeless shelter and asked for a bed for the night? 

E. The story of Zero and his mother has a happy ending. 

1. Write about what happens to Zero at the end of the story. 

F. In all the world’s big cities there are children like Zero. They are 

often called ‘street children’. How do these children manage to 

live? 

1. Imagine if you were homeless and penniless in a big city. How 

would you live? Write about one day in your life. 
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Camp Green Lake 

[Image starts. This image shows two tents. Image ends.] 

 

A. Camp Green Lake is a Juvenile Correctional Facility (a camp for 

bad boys). 

It is a group of tents and wooden shacks beside an old, dried up 

lake in Texas, hundreds of miles from anywhere. 

1. Write a description of the camp as Stanley saw it. Where did the 

boys sleep? Where did they shower? Where did they go for 

recreation? 

2. What did the boys get to eat? 

3. What did the boys have to do that was supposed to "build 

character"? 

4. Why were the boys really digging holes? 

B. In summer it gets very hot at Camp Green Lake. It is so hot and 

dry that the camp doesn’t need guard towers and fences. Any boy 

who tried to run away would die of thirst. 

1. How did Zero keep alive when he first ran away from the camp? 
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2. How did Stanley manage to keep both himself and Zero alive? 

C. On the eastern edge of the lake there is an old log cabin. In 

front of the cabin are two old oak trees. Between the two old oak 

trees a hammock is stretched. The hammock belongs to the 

Warden. 

1. Draw a picture of the old log cabin, the two old oak trees and the 

hammock slung between. 

2. Who used to live in the old log cabin? Why is the Warden there? 

D. Sometimes rich children in America go away to summer camp 

in the school holidays. These camps offer adventure holidays with 

lots of sport and outdoor leisure activities. 

Stanley and his parents try to pretend that this is the type of camp 

that Stanley is going to. Stanley even pretends, in his letter home 

to his mum, that there is a real lake at Camp Green Lake. 

In small groups plan a summer camp of your own. 

Where would it be? What would it be like? What facilities / 

activities would you offer? 

Design a brochure for your holiday camp. Include maps, plans, 

information about facilities / activities, sample menus, etc. 
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Kissin’ Kate Barlow 

[Image starts. Image shows a woman. Image ends.] 

 

A. Miss Katherine Barlow was the schoolteacher at Green Lake 

when it was a thriving little farming community. 

1. Write three or four sentences about what life was like at Green 

Lake in 1892. (Chapter 23) 

B. Katherine fell in love with Sam, the onion man. Sam was a good 

man and people seemed to like and respect him, but Sam was a 

negro. In those days people felt very strongly about mixed race 

marriages. 

1. Write about what happened when the people of Green Lake 

found out about Katherine and Sam.(Chapter 26) 

C. After she shot the sheriff Kate Barlow carefully put on her 

lipstick and kissed him. After that she became known as Kissin’ 

Kate Barlow, the outlaw. 
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1. How did Kissin’ Kate Barlow become involved with Stanley 

Yelnats’ family? 

D. Trout Walker’s family was the richest family in Green Lake in 

1892. But Trout was coarse and ignorant. He couldn’t understand 

why the pretty young schoolteacher didn’t want to go out with him. 

1. How does Trout Walker get his revenge on Miss Katherine? 

E. Trout Walker gets his revenge on Miss Katherine. But Kate has 

the last laugh. 

1. Describe what happens when Trout Walker and his wife find 

Kate twenty years later. (Chapter 28) 

2. How does Kate die? Why does she die laughing? What were 

her last words to the Walkers? 

F. In a way Kate put a curse on the Walker family. For generations 

they stayed at Green Lake looking for Kate Barlow’s buried loot. 

1. How does Trout Walker’s great-grandaughter come into the 

story? 

G. Stanley and Zero finally find Kate Barlow’s hidden loot. 

1. What is so surprising about their find? 

2. What does the suitcase they dig up contain? 
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The Green Lake Bugle 

[Image starts. This image shows a flag. Image ends.] 

 

Green Lake, Texas 

Issue 2,472 

7th April 1892 

Price 10 cents 

Kissin’ Kate Barlow Kills Sheriff 
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The Texas Herald 

[Image starts. This image shows a flag. Image ends.] 

 

Houston, Texas 

Issue 9,374 

7th April 2002 

Price 50 cents 

Boys find fortune in old suitcase 
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Macbeth 

by William Shakespeare (1564–1616) 

from Act 4 Scene 1 of Macbeth 

Witch 1. Round about the cauldron go; 

In the poisoned entrails throw.— 

Toad, that under cold stone 

Days and nights has thirty one 

Sweltered venom, sleeping got, 

Boil thou first in the charmed pot. 

All. Double, double toil and trouble: 

Fire, burn; and, cauldron, bubble. 

Witch 2. Fillet of a fenny snake, 

In the cauldron boil and bake; 

Eye of newt, and toe of frog, 

Wool of bat, and tongue of dog, 

Adder’s fork, and blind-worm’s sting, 

Lizard’s leg and owlet’s wing, 

For a charm of powerful trouble, 
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Like a hell-broth, boil and bubble. 

All. Double, double toil and trouble: 

Fire, burn; and, cauldron, bubble. 

Witches 

[Image starts. Image shows a rattlesnake. Image ends.] 

 

The Warden is like a witch in some ways. She mixes rattlesnake 

venom in her nail polish and then scratches people with it to 

punish them. 

The witches in Macbeth also use poison in their charms and 

potions. 

1. Make a list of all the poisonous things the witches put in their 

potion. 

2. Copy out the extract from Macbeth on plain paper and decorate 

it with pictures of all the things mentioned. 

3. Make up a charm or spell of your own. 

Madam Zeroni’s curse 

[Image starts. This image is of a bat, flying. Image ends.] 
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[Image starts. This image shows a lizard. Image ends.] 

 

Stanley’s great-great-grandfather, Elya Yelnats, offends an old 

gypsy woman and she puts a curse on him. 

Nobody in the family really believes in the curse, but any time 

anything goes wrong they blame it on old Elya. 

1. Explain how the curse came about. 

2. Make a list of the bad things that happened to the Yelnats family 

over the years. 

3. Why was the curse lifted from the family? 

4. What happened after the curse was lifted? 
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Annabel Lee 

It was many and many a year ago, 

In a kingdom by the sea, 

That a maiden there lived whom you may know 

By the name of Annabel Lee; 

And this maiden she lived with no other thought 

Than to love and be loved by me. 

She was a child and I was a child, 

In this kingdom by the sea; 

But we loved with a love that was more than love— 

I and my Annabel Lee; 

With a love that the winged seraphs of heaven 

Coveted her and me. 

And this was the reason that, long ago, 

In this kingdom by the sea, 

A wind blew out of a cloud by night 

Chilling my Annabel Lee; 

So that her highborn kinsman came 
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And bore her away from me, 

To shut her up in a sepulchre 

In this kingdom by the sea. 

The angels, not half so happy in heaven, 

Went envying her and me— 

Yes!—that was the reason (as all men know, 

In this kingdom by the sea) 

That the wind came out of the cloud by night, 

Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee. 

But our love it was stronger by far than the love 

Of those who were older than we— 

Of many far wiser than we— 

And neither the angels in heaven above, 

Nor the demons down under the sea, 

Can ever dissever my soul from the soul 

Of the beautiful Annabel Lee. 

For the moon never beams without bringing me dreams 

Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; 

And the stars never rise but I feel the bright eyes 
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Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; 

And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side 

Of my darling—my darling—my life and my bride, 

In the sepulchre there by the sea, 

In her tomb by the sounding sea. 

by Edgar Allan Poe (1809–1849) 

[Image starts. Image shows a young woman. Image ends.] 

 

Love and Death 

This poem tells the story of a love that continues beyond the death 

of the beloved. 

Love and death were common themes in Poe’s writing. 

They also occur in Holes, in the story of Kate Barlow and Sam. 
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1. Annabel Lee 

Write the story of Annabel Lee and the young man who loved her, 

in your own words. 

2. Kate and Sam 

Write the story of Kate and Sam as a short story, or, as a poem. 
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Excelsior 

The shades of night were falling fast, 

As through an Alpine village passed 

A youth, who bore, ‘mid snow and ice, 

A banner with the strange device, 

Excelsior! 

His brow was sad; his eye beneath 

Flashed like a falchion from its sheath, 

And like a silver clarion rung 

The accents of that unknown tongue, 

Excelsior! 

In happy homes he saw the light 

Of household fires gleam warm and bright; 

Above, the spectral glaciers shone, 

And from his lips escaped a groan, 

Excelsior! 

“Try not the Pass!” the old man said, 

“Dark lowers the tempest overhead, 
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The roaring torrent is deep and wide!” 

And loud that clarion voice replied, 

Excelsior! 

“O stay!” the maiden said, “and rest 

Thy weary head upon this breast!” 

A tear stood in his bright blue eye, 

But still he answered, with a sigh, 

Excelsior! 

“Beware the pine tree’s withered branch! 

Beware the awful avalanche!” 

This was the peasant’s last goodnight! 

A voice replied, far up the height, 

Excelsior! 

At break of day, as heavenward 

The pious monks of Saint Bernard 

Uttered the oft-repeated prayer, 

A voice cried through the startled air, 

Excelsior! 

A traveller, by the faithful hound, 
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Half-buried in the snow, was found, 

Still grasping in his hand of ice 

That banner, with the strange device 

Excelsior! 

There, in the twilight cold and grey, 

Lifeless, but beautiful, he lay, 

And from the sky, serene, and far, 

A voice fell, like a falling star, 

Excelsior! 

by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807–1882) 

Excelsior 

To excel is to be superior to or better than. It comes from the Latin 

word excellere which is made from the prefix ex meaning out or 

up, and celsus meaning high. Excelsior means higher still. 

1. This poem tells the story of a young man climbing a mountain. 

Tell the story of the poem in your own words. 

2. In the novel Holes a young man also climbs a mountain. Write 

about how and why Stanley climbs the mountain with Zero. 

3. To ‘climb a mountain’ is often a metaphor for any task which 

requires great effort but brings with it a sense of achievement. 

Write a story of your own with this theme. 
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Themes 

Some of the themes that are found in Holes can also be explored 

in other texts. The following are only a suggestion. The teacher, no 

doubt, can suggest others. 

Friendship 

1. ‘Of Mice and Men’ by John Steinbeck 

2. ‘Smash’ by Robert Swindells 

3. ‘The Machine-Gunners’ by Robert Westall 

Love 

1. ‘Romeo and Juliet’ by William Shakespeare 

2. ‘Annabel Lee’ by Edgar Allan Poe 

3. ‘The Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes 

4. ‘Daz 4 Zoe’ by Robert Swindells 

Bullying 

1. ‘Machine Gunners’ by Robert Westall 

2. ‘Welcome Home, Jellybean’ by Martha Fanta Shyer 

3. ‘Buddy’ by Nigel Hinton 

Racism 

1. ‘Smash’ by Robert Swindells 
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2. ‘Buddy’ by Nigel Hinton 

3. ‘Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry’ by Mildred D. Taylor 

Homelessness 

1. ‘Throwaways’ by Ian Strachan 

2. ‘Stone Cold’ by Robert Swindells 

3. ‘The Pinballs’ by Betsy Byars 

Striving to overcome difficulties 

1. ‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens 

2. ‘The Goalkeeper’s Revenge’ by Bill Naughton 

3. ‘Talking in Whispers’ by James Watson 

4. ‘Excelsior’ by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Monsters 

1. ‘The Nature of the Beast’ by Janni Howker 

2. ‘Beowulf—Dragonslayer’ by Rosemary Sutcliffe 

Fables and Fairy Tales 
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[Image starts. This image shows a man writing. Image ends.] 

 

B & D publishing 

PO Box 4658 

Stratford Upon Avon 

CV37 1EP 

Tel: 01789 417824 

Fax: 01789 417826 

email: postmaster@banddpublishing.co.uk 

Web Site: www.banddpublishing.co.uk 

 

mailto:postmaster@banddpublishing.co.uk
http://www.banddpublishing.co.uk/

