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Author Sy Montgomery meets a bird called a cassowary in Australia.
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Do you want to learn more about cats and dogs through  
the adventures of Raja? Ask an adult if you can download  
The Restricted Adventures of Raja book and game apps! 

All three apps are now free!

Are temperatures dropping where you live? 
Cold weather brings new dangers for pets. 
You can keep them safe with these tips:

1  Give them shelter. Other than walks or play time, keep pets 
safe indoors. (A dog house with wood shavings or straw and a 
covered door will do if a dog has to be outdoors much of the day.) 
Even our furriest friends can get frostbite on noses, ears, and paws. 
Beware of hot engines and wheel wells from just-parked cars that 
can tempt cats to warm up where they shouldn’t. Chemicals  
from a leaking engine can be poisonous to animals.

2  Protect paws! Heat can dry out paws, and so  
can salt, sand, and chemicals that melt ice on roads  
and sidewalks (They can even burn!) You can protect  
paw pads with petroleum jelly before a walk! Wipe  
them off with warm water when coming in.

3  Speak up! If you see a pet left outside in  
the cold for a long time, help by passing along  
this article, or talk with your family about  
reporting it to your local animal control agency.

WINTER
WEATHER TIPS
WINTER
WEATHER TIPS



HUMANE HERO

RIDDLE RAT!
WHAT DO YOU CALL A BEAR WITH NO TEETH?
(answer on p. 6)
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Last winter, five of the girls from Girl 
Scout Troop 42017 in Washington, DC, 
decided to use their cookie sales dollars toward a 
new goal: helping pets in need. They worked 
together every step of the way.

First, they went shopping — for dog and cat  
food, treats, toys, collars, and leashes. “Carrying 
the big heavy bags to the car and to the house 
was hard,” said Cassidy. They carried 300 pounds 
of pet food in total, but all their lifting and splitting 
up the work for the Humane Rescue Alliance’s  
Pet Pantry was worth it. “The HRA staff really 
appreciated that we brought the food labeled in 
individual bags,” Kyleigh says. Staff at the Pet 
Pantry could then hand it straight to people who 
need help feeding their pets.

The girls collected towels and made no-sew 
blankets to keep shelter pets comfortable and 
made more deliveries to HRA. They then got to 
work on two videos to inspire others to help: one 
showing the adorable animals at HRA awaiting 
new homes, and one on how to make food packs. 

By spring, the girls had earned the ADOPT patch 
from HRA and the Girl Scout Bronze Award! Their 
videos got over 1,000 views on social media. 
Cassidy thinks the animals appreciate their hard 
work, too. “Maybe they see our faces in their 
dreams,” she says.

 

ADVICE FROM TROOP 42017
“Work hard for what your goal is.”  — Cassidy
 
“Remember to have fun and keep trying.” — Corrine
 
“Don’t give up. It’s OK to take a break sometimes. 
And team work makes the dream work!”  — Kyleigh

Want to hear the articles  
read aloud? View our digital issue  

at KindNews.org/jan24.

HUMANE HERO

MANY HANDS,
LIGHTER WORK

See Troop  
42017’s videos  
and find tips on 

 club planning at 
KindNews.org/kids!  

Let us know if you
 start a club!
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s a child, well-known author, Sy Montgomery    
   knew that her dog, Molly, had special   
     powers. “She would follow a scent that I 

couldn’t smell,” she says. “And I learned that the 
more friends we have who are different from us, 
the wider our view of this beautiful world.”

 
  After Montgomery grew up and became 

a newspaper writer, she decided it was 
time to make more friends. She started  
in Australia, with a volunteer job to  
help a scientist study wombats. The 
wombats were shy, but Montgomery 
made friends with three very special 
wild emus who let her sleep near 
them and made purring sounds  
when they groomed one another.  
She left with an idea of how she could 
use her own power of writing. She 

would keep meeting animals, and  
write about them.
Montgomery has met great white 

sharks in Mexico, a gorilla in Rwanda who 
let her watch his babies play, and a mother 

hippo in Kenya who fell asleep beside her tent.  
In Borneo, an island in southeast Asia, she met an 
orangutan who took off Sy’s bathing suit cover-up 
and put it on herself before disappearing into  
the forest! She befriended a pink-toed tarantula  
in French Guiana and a giant Pacific octopus 
named Octavia back in the US. Octavia hugged 
Montgomery with her eight arms that could lift 
4,000 pounds! But Montgomery learned not to  

Sy hugs her friend, a  
giant Pacific octopus 
named Octavia.

Sy’s travels 
have taken 
her all over 
the world. 

Here she 
cuddles with 

a cheetah. 
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Visit KindNews.org/kids for  
“Voyage with Sy Montgomery,”  

a clickable map  
of Montgomery’s trips!

be afraid (Her motto: “If I don’t bother them, they don’t bother 
me.”) and was harmed only once, by a mosquito in Borneo who 
gave her a week-long sickness.

 An author of 36 books, Montgomery writes about what she 
observes, like Octavia the octopus turning from red to white  
when she started to relax with her. She writes what she is feeling, 
like the sadness of leaving the emus. And she writes about what  
can be done to help, like not using plastic bags that can choke  
sea turtles. “If people care,” she says, “we will change the things 
that are hurting animals.”

 Her advice? “Whatever talent you have can be put to work for 
animals,” she says, thinking back to her time on the island of 
Papua New Guinea when researching a book on tree kangaroos. 
“There were Native people who had not gone to college or 
school the way we do, but they knew how to get to the 
kangaroos and find the places to camp. There was an artist, a 
zookeeper, a vet, and a teacher. We all contributed something 
really important to that expedition.”

Sy talks to Sinbad the 
parrot (left) and holds a 

pink-toed tarantula in 
French Guiana (above).

SHARING  
ANIMALS’  
STORIES
Sy Montgomery has written 
36 books about the animals 
she has met. Here are some 
of them:
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DIYACTIVITY
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The gorilla family Sy met lived in                                                                               ,  

a country in Africa.

Hippos (also known as hippopotamuses) live in rivers and lakes of East African 

countries like                                                                                . 

Sy loved trailing emus in the outback, or countryside of 

                                                                               . 

Orangutans live on Borneo, the third-largest island in the world which lies in two 

countries:                                                                                and 

                                                                               .                                                                

Filled with warm jungle forests perfect for furry tarantulas                                   

                                                                            is a country at the top of South America. 

Tree kangaroos were found with the help of natives on the Pacific island country of                                                                                 

                                                                           .   

Sy Montgomery has visited many countries in her travels to study animals.  
Read each statement, and choose the name of the country from the word bank 
below. Write the correct countries in the blanks.

Word 
Bank

Malaysia              French Guiana              Indonesia               Australia
Papua New Guinea              Kenya              Rwanda

What country would you like to visit? Write it here!

RIDDLE ANSWER: A GUMMY BEAR!
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A GUMMY BEAR!

AMAZING WORLD

Dogs love to put their noses to the ground and use their sharpest 
sense. They use scent to communicate things to other dogs. With a 
sniff of another dog, a dog can learn if that dog is male or female 
and how old and healthy the dog is. Finding a fire hydrant that 
other dogs have marked is like finding a book of who’s who in the 
neighborhood, and stopping to read! A dog can smell 10,000 to 
100,000 times better than a human! If we smell bread coming out 
of an oven, a dog will smell the eggs and flour. They smell bombs, 
drugs, and diseases!

 Dogs’ noses are bigger than ours compared to their heads. They 
have more receptors, or tiny parts that sense smells in the air. While 
a human has about 5 to 6 million, a dog has 100 million or more! The 
top sniffing breed, the Bloodhound, has 300 million! A dog has a 
part for smelling in her nose and mouth that we don’t, called the 
Jacobson’s organ. And, unlike humans who have one passageway, 
dogs have two passageways to take in air that lets them breathe 
and smell at the same time. And if you’ve ever wondered why a 
dog’s nose is wet, a wet nose captures more smells!

HOW DO DOGS

SO WELL?
SMELL

1 �I change colors depending 
on how I’m feeling.

2 �I love to open jars and  
solve puzzles.

3 �My arms are covered with 
suction cups.

4 �My favorite foods are  
crabs and clams.

5 �I hatch from a tiny egg the 
size of a grain of rice.

6 �I grow to over 100 pounds 
and 16 feet across!

7 �Some of us even like to play 
with people!

CRITTER CLUES

Bloodhound

Beagle

German shepherd

Dachshund

Labrador retriever

Belgian Malinois

Coonhound

English Springer Spaniel

Basset hound

Golden retriever

Top Sniffers: 
All dogs smell well, but 

here are ten especially 

super sniffing breeds:

Let your dog use her nose! Use our tips from “How to Keep Bored Dogs Busy” at KindNews.org/kids.
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The six-month-old was found roaming the streets  
in freezing weather in the Texas snow storm of 2021. 
She already weighed 75 pounds. As a tiger — the 
largest species, or type, of cat in the world from 
Asia — she could grow to be 450 pounds! The 
animal control officers who rescued her named her 
Elsa. Thankfully, they knew just the right home for 
her: a sanctuary, or place where animals are cared 
for and live safely with other animals.

Elsa was taken to the Humane Society of the 
United States’ Black Beauty Ranch. Her new habitat 
had shelter, a large yard for running with toys for 
pouncing, and her own pool and waterfall to bathe 
in. At first, caregivers saw that she was used to 

being a pet. 
“She would 
often cry if a 
caregiver wasn’t 
where she could see them,” says Christi Gilbreth, 
senior animal caregiver. Someone would sit outside 
her habitat to comfort her as she got used to her 
new home. 

Now, Elsa enjoys playing in her pool with her  
red boomer ball and interacting with her tiger 
neighbors Loki, Serenity, and Theodora. Gilbreth 
says, “We are so happy that Elsa is now enjoying 
her life and acting how she was always meant to  
be: as a tiger, not a pet.”

1. After reading “Many Adventures, Many Animals,”  
how would you describe Sy Montgomery’s personality? 
Why do you think she was able to make friends with so 
many animals? Have you ever made friends with an 
animal who was not your own pet? How did it feel? If 
you never have, how do you think you could become 
friends with a new animal?

2. After reading “To the Rescue: Meet Elsa,” how do 
you think Elsa felt when she was taken to Black Beauty 
Ranch? Do you think she was happy, sad, or both? Why? 
Why do you think tigers have different needs than cats 
and dogs?

KIND QUESTIONS
Now that you've read Kind News, challenge yourself with these questions.

Meet ElsaMeet Elsa

TO THE RESCUE

For fun animal videos made by kids, 
ask an adult if you can subscribe!
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